Consequences of Urban Growth
· Increases traffic and Squatter Settlements
· Pollutes air, water and other threats to natural environment
· Worsens the existing degraded built environment
· Destroys agricultural land, parks, and open spaces
· Costs cities and counties millions of dollars for new housing,
Water and sewer lines, new schools, and increased police and fire protection
· Creates crowded schools in the suburbs and empty, crumbling schools in center of cities

Solutions to decrease Urban Growth
· Enacting growth boundaries, parks and open space protection
· Planning and promoting public participation in housing and transportation.
· Reversing government programs and tax policies that help create sprawl.
· Revitalizing already developed areas through measures such as attracting new businesses, reducing crime and improving schools;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Preventing new development in floodplains, coastal areas and other disaster- prone areas.
