
MEASUREMENT SCALES 

(a) Nominal scale: Nominal scale is simply a system of assigning 

number symbols to events in order to label them. The usual 

example of this is the assignment of numbers of basketball players 

in order to identify them. 

 For Example a nominal scale of 1 for male and 2 for female. 

 

(b) Ordinal scale: ordinal scale variables are ones, which have a 

meaningful order to them. Rank orders represent ordinal scales 

and are frequently used in research relating to qualitative 

phenomena. A student’s rank in his graduation class involves the 

use of an ordinal scale. 

 Ranking simply denotes that rank 1 is higher than rank 2, 

rank 2 is higher than rank 3, but by how much is unknown. 

 

(c) Interval scale: One of the most common of these types is the 

traditional 1-to-5 rating (or 1-to-7, or 1-to-9, etc.). This is 

sometimes referred to as a Likert response scale. 

 

(d) Ratio scale: Ratio scales have an absolute or true zero of 

measurement. 

 

 


