URBAN RENEWAL

Re-arranging land use, function and ownership features of a socially, economically or structurally decayed part of a certain city.

-OR-

· A continuous process of remodeling older parts of urban areas, including their central business areas by means of rehabilitation and conservation as well as redevelopment.
	
· The displacement of an existing low-income population, creating space for more profitable office, commercial and luxury residential development or the provision of transport facilities.

IMPORTANCE OF URBAN RENEWAL

Urban Renewal is of growing importance because of:

· Urban areas are becoming larger and older, so more and more renewal of urban fabric has to take place.
· Constant expansion of urban areas into agricultural hinterland, while large quantities of urban land and buildings are abandoned and left dilapidated.

ROOTS OF URBAN RENEWAL

· Term ‘Urban Renewal’ is American in Origin
· It emerged in the late 1940s (post-war) as an attempt to revitalize central cities.
· Site clearance program remained in practice until 1960s.
· Other emerging approaches came into practice afterwards.






BASIC CONCEPTS

· Urban Renewal programs are generally undertaken by public authorities or by local governments.
· The emphasis is on those parts which have fallen below current standards of public acceptability. These are commonly to be found in: 

· The residential parts of the inner city, 
· In the central business district itself.

1) Indicators for residential parts of inner cities are:

· Inadequate housing,
· Environmental degradation,
· Presence of non-conforming uses.

2) Indicators for central business district are:

· Traffic problems,
· Congestion,
· Dilapidated buildings.

POLICIES/APPROACHES
· Slum Clearance

· Demolition of dilapidated dwellings located in a slum (an area of sub-standard, overcrowded housing occupied by the poor immigrants)

· Redevelopment

· The demolition of an existing building and its replacement by a new building

· Rehabilitation

· The repair and improvement of existing structurally sound property
· Housing Improvement

· Improvements of dwellings by provision of essential basic amenities

· Conservation

· To retain intact or unchanged. Also meant as ‘Preservation’

· Environmental Improvements

· Main emphasis is to improve environmental conditions

· Economic Renewal

· Improvement of economic conditions of dwellers

URBAN DESIGN PROJECTS
· Following Projects fall under Urban Renewal:
· Redevelopment projects
· Economic development strategies
· Housing loans and other financial tools
· Streetscape improvements
· Transportation enhancement
· Historic preservation projects
· Parks and open spaces

PLANNING CYCLE

i. Issue
ii. Problem identification
iii. Goals
iv. Objectives
v. Information/data collection
vi. Analysis of data
vii. Preparation of alternative plans
viii. Selection of the best plan/evaluation process
ix. Implementation of plan/project
x. Monitoring and feed back
STRATEGY FOR INFORMATION ANALYSIS

· Think about early analysis
· Start with a plan
· Code, enter, clean
· Analyze
· Interpret
· Reflect
Why did we learn?
What conclusion can we draw?
What are our recommendations?
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