SLUMS
Slums are settlements, neighborhoods, or city regions that cannot provide the basic living conditions necessary for its inhabitants, or slum dwellers, to live in a safe and healthy environment. The United Nations human settlement program (UN-HABITAT) defines a slum settlement as a household that cannot provide one of the following basic living characteristics:
· Durable housing of a permanent nature that protects against extreme climate conditions.
· Sufficient living space, which means not more than three people sharing the same room.
· Easy access to safe water in sufficient amounts at an affordable price.
· Access to adequate sanitation in the form of a private or public toilet shared by a reasonable number of people.
· Security of tenure that prevents forced evictions.
The inaccessibility to one, or more, of the above basic living conditions results in a "slum lifestyle"
FORMATION/CAUSES OF SLUMS
Many speculate that a majority of slum formation is due to rapid urbanization within a developing country. This theory has significance because a population boom, associated with urbanization, creates a greater demand for housing than the urbanized area can offer or supply. This population boom often consists of rural inhabitants who migrate to urban areas where jobs are plentiful and where wages are stabilized. However, the issue is exacerbated by lack of federal and city-government guidance, control, and organization.
Highlights
· Rapid rural-urban migration
· Increasing urban poverty and in equality
· Insecure tenure
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Globalization 
